Northern Ireland Tenpin Bowling Federation
Minutes of the council meeting held on 11th February 2011, Web cam (David Seays and Allen Sinton home)
Present at the meeting were:                             
Lynne Watson           Vice-President                David Seay               Council
Kevin Horton            Vice-President                Karen Payne             Secretary 
Caroline Horan         Council                            Donna Horton           Council    
Paul McCauley          Council                          Lauren Dugan           Council

Alan Smith                 Council                          Isobel Smith              Council 

Allen Sinton               Vice-President               Bertha Campbell       Council                                                         
Apologies: Billy Beattie and Joe Littlewood
Minutes: The meeting opened at 7.45pm and was chaired by Karen Payne who also recorded the minutes. The minutes of the meeting held on the 13th January 2011 were read and discussed. David Seay proposed and Caroline Horan seconded that the minutes be formally adopted. 
Treasurers Report
Joe Littlewood unable to attend tonight’s meeting but sent an income and expenditure report, proposed by Paul McCauley and seconded by Alan Smith that this is a true record of the finances. 
Membership money received: £85.00 (Warren Press, David Williamson, Eddie Best, Jonny Fitzisimmins, Earl McComb and Bertha Campbell) 
Correspondence:
A: AGM Date and Nominations – Tuesday 5th April 2011(all posts up for re-election); this is a Tuesday because the men will be away on the Thursday to the Senior Triple Crown. Karen Payne to book a room at the Icebowl for 7.30pm
B: Transplant Games – Billy Beattie and Karen Payne attended a meeting with Alice Garrad, the event is to be held on Friday 5th August from 1.30pm, and volunteers will be required. 7 age group categories, all play two games with the top three from each category playing in a step ladder final. Gold, silver and 2 bronze medals will be awarded. More information will follow at a later date.
C: Safeguarding Policy- Billy Beattie to check if all centres have the necessary requirements, reference Isobel Smith e-mail.
D: April Ranking – Date change due to men being away for the Senior Triple Crown, new date 17th April 2011, Allen Sinton to announcement at Coleraine’s ranking and Grant Dugan to add to changes to the website. Practice starts 9.30am sharp.
E: David Williamson – Night Owls League Complaint (see AOB below)
F: Mary Peters Trust – Annual Report 1st March 2011- Lauren Dugan to attend.
Reports
Presidents
Billy Beattie unable to attend but he wishes council to know that he has been to Coleraine/Derry/Dundonald to sanction the bowling lanes. Reports and invoices have been raised. 
Juniors
Junior Irish Open is being held 4th – 6th November 2011, Saturday morning juniors already pricing hotel accommodation and organising more fun raising events.

Seniors
Senior Triple Crown 8th – 10th April 2011 – Male team only, Alan Smith, Kenny Donnelly, Michael Langston, Sam Hull, Tony O’Hare and Len Wrightson.
Proposed by David Seay and seconded by Allen Sinton to pay for the Senior Triple Crown lineage £350.00, fees to pay by 1st March 2011. Alan Smith to organise all the travel arrangements

FIC
Women’s World Championships – Hong Kong China September 2011 
AOB
Joe Littlewood to be asked to collect the World Cup Qualifier fees at this Sundays ranking event. Any bowlers who wish to take part in the qualifier but doesn’t pay the fees until March’s ranking will not receive there pinfall total for February, and needs to bowl in all the other 3 qualifiers.

David Williamson has sent a request to Billy Beattie to ask the NITBF to help in solving a problem within the Night Owls league. Alan Smith tried to speak to George McKee about the complaint but George was adamant that the rules the league committee have applied remain in force. The main complaint seems to be that the RPS teams have been deducted points as some of them are not NITBF members, which is a rule of that league, while other bowlers who are also not members did not get points deducted. Alan Smith to get a list of all non NITBF members who play currently in the league, Alan Smith gave to Karen Payne the hardcopy of the letter which was meant to be signed (was not).
 Billy Beattie to contact George McKee to arrange a meeting to try and resolve this matter quickly, also to inform George that we have received a letter of complaint and did he receive a copy?
Questions raised tonight: 

Did any of the above attend the Night Owls AGM?
Where there any minutes provided? 

If this problem hadn’t raisin would they still have joined the NITBF? 
Changes to Rules and Regulations

Under General Rules: 

Has regulation changed regarding ball resurfacing and cleaning within blocks of games etc.?  Do we need to revisit this? 
Discuss and decided to remain the same ruling as previous.

Under Categories:

Remove reference to Optional Scratch Section & Optional Handicap Section.

Under Exceptional Events – The World Cup Qualifier & European Champions Cup:

Should a bowler accept an invitation to represent Northern Ireland, only to find it necessary to withdraw at late notice, the initial selection criteria and result will remain in force and the next appropriate bowler will be approached (provided a late change is acceptable to competition organising committee).

New Section on website under World Cup Qualifier:
The individual invited to represent Northern Ireland at the World Cup for Individuals will be selected by means of the Northern Ireland World Cup Qualifier Competition.  The competition will be the best three out of four ranking events played over the months of February, March, April and May with the top 4 ladies and the top 8 men winning through to a Final tournament.  Entry fee must be paid in advance of bowling in order for scores to count.  Any bowler missing the first event in February may still register ahead of bowling in March.  (Payment of games also required for Final event.)  Should a bowler who has qualified to play in the Final playoffs be unable to attend, we ask that this be advised to the committee at the earliest possible date in order that the next bowler may have the opportunity to take up the position.  One lane pattern, to be decided by Tournament Manager, will be used.  Lane draw will take place at morning registration and bowlers will move one pair of lanes after each game thereafter.  The male & female bowler with the highest pinfall at the end of bowling will be invited to represent Northern Ireland at QubicaAMF World Cup for Individuals.

Accommodation costs (players sharing) will be covered by QubicaAMF.  Whilst every effort will be made to assist with costs, bowlers are reminded that there will be some degree of self-funding required.  

Winning bowlers will be asked to confirm their acceptance within a 2 week period by means of a non-refundable deposit.  If the winning bowler is not able to attend the invitation will be extended to the second placed bowler, third placed bowler etc. until all finalists have been exhausted.  In the unlikely event that no finalist (male or female or both) can attend, selection will not proceed any further. 

Should a bowler accept the invitation, only to find it necessary to withdraw at late notice, the initial selection criteria and result will remain in force and the next appropriate bowler will be approached (provided a late change is acceptable to competition organising committee.
Meeting closed 8.30pm
Next Meeting – 10th March 2011 – Billy Beattie’s and Caroline Horan’s Homes
